Bones, groans and blasts.
A 14-year-old girl presented with the acute onset of gastrointestinal symptoms due to hypercalcaemia. Chest X-ray revealed osteolytic lesions in the ribs which in conjunction with a normal parathyroid hormone level raised the possibility of malignancy. Despite the absence of blast cells in her blood film, the bone marrow biopsy was diagnostic of acute lymphoblastic leukaemia. She responded well to treatment with pamidronate and chemotherapy.